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The Smgératilaka of Rudra Bhatta

INTRODUCTION

Little about the Srrigaratilaka (ST) of Rudra Bhatta is settled knowledge aside from the name of the
work itself. We are not certain who Rudra Bhatta was, when or where he lived, or even whether Rudra
Bhatta was his actual (or sole) name. What we do know is that the work occupies an important place in
the history of Indian aesthetics, both for its innovations—including the often charming poetry offered

as examples—and for its later influence.

The innovations of the ST are, in a word, remarkable, though they have not often been remarked
upon. It is the first work in the history of Indian literary theory to occupy itself solely with rasa, the
emotional dimension of the literary art work. All earlier treatises—or rather what, pending our
determination of the work's date, we provisionally hold to be earlier—subordinate the discussion of
emotion to other literary processes or concerns, whether dramaturgical theory more broadly construed,
figures of speech, style, or implicature (dhvani). Indeed, there is some support for the claim Rudra
Bhatta himself makes in the work, that whereas earlier thinkers, “Bharata and others,” had addressed

rasa as a phenomenon of drama, he is the first to treat it as a phenomenon of poetry (ST 1.5).!

The ST is also—and this is a consequence of the innovation just described—the first work to
deal in an independent spirit with nayaka- and nayika-bheda, or the types of male and female
characters appearing in literature, for which the work provides us with a systematic exposition of a sort

never before offered. We call this innovation a “consequence” insofar as the “leading man” and

! Compare the later RK 12.1-2, where something similar is intimated. Udbhata in the early ninth
century had expanded the discussion of emotion of literature (see Bronner: XX), but he was still

operating with an obsolescent set of categories and vocabulary.



“leading woman” are, foremost, alambhanvibhavas, or “foundational factors,” of rasa, the bases upon
which rasa arises and develops. And we can say that the Syrigaratilaka treats them in an “independent
spirit” because, while the topic was addressed in other early works starting with the Nagyasastra,
composed sometime in early centuries CE, and more importantly, in the late-tenth-century

Dasaripaka), it there played a far more subordinate or even incidental role.?

Rudra Bhatta’s work is also the first example in the history of rasa-theory texts of the rule-
example style of exposition (laksana-laksya-grantha), where each stipulation is illustrated by one of
the author’s own poems. To be sure, authors had produced their own examples in earlier works on
figures of sense and sound, from the beginning of the discipline of alamkarasastra, or rhetoric, up until
the mid-ninth century, when the science moved from prescription to description and, accordingly,
illustrations came more regularly to be drawn from existing literature rather than created ad hoc. The
Srﬁgdratilaka, however, is the first treatise to illustrate all features of rasa with the author’s own poetry.
Indeed, the work calls itself a “poem” (ST 1.3), and it was widely excerpted in the major poetry
anthologies produced in the great age of Sanskrit anthologization, from the twelfth to the sixteenth
century. It is of course possible that earlier works of the sort had once existed: the celebrated anthology
of Amaru, the “Hundred of Amaru” (4dmarusataka), may well have once been accompanied by the
definitions (/aksanas) that doubtless lie behind the nature and arrangement of the instances (laksyas),

though no extant manuscript preserves them.?

As for the ST’s influence, it seems not to have left much imprint on the immediately subsequent
works of Sanskrit rhetoric, the Rasakalika (twelfth century) aside (see below). But it had an enormous

impact on the later vernacular tradition, being one of the key texts informing Kesavadas’s trailblazing

2 I had hoped to say something more detailed here about the earlier history of nayikabheda, especially
in the NS, DR, and SP (chapter 15), but that discussion will have to await another occasion.

3 The suggestion was made first in Pischel 1886: 9.



Rasikapriya (1591), a foundational work of the Classical Hindi canon. It was also the model for one of
the more celebrated aesthetics treatises at the court of the Mughal emperor Akbar, the
Akabarasahisrngaradarpana of Padmasundara (1569)—or rather more than a model, since the
Darpana is almost entirely a rephrasing of the original.* And like the Rasikapriya it can function

almost as a commentary on Rudra Bhatta’s text as understood some five centuries after its composition.

All these innovations make it somewhat surprising that only one commentary on the ST is

known to have been written. This was composed by Gopala Bhatta, a scholar almost certainly to be
identified with the man so-named who was one of the six direct disciples of the religious reformer
Caitanya. While born and raised in south India, Gopala Bhatta eventually left to live and work for the
remainder of his life in Vrindavana, where the ST was widely known (see below). The commentary was

composed sometime between 1541 and 1570.°

THE DATE OF THE SRNGARATILAKA

It was long thought that the earliest citations from the ST (1.1, 44, 68) are those made by
Hemacandra in his Ka@vyanusasana. That work was composed somtime before 1173 CE, the date of the
death of the Jain scholar, and so this would constitute the terminus ante quem of the ST.® But an earlier

quotation is to be found in the work of King Bhoja of Dhara, who cites ST 1.118 in his Syagaraprakasa

4 *[ say “version” but it is more like a restatement, in a way that the ST itself is a restatement (if with
the addition of poetic examples) of the relevant chapters of Rudrata’s Kavyalamkara (see below). This
copying, near-copying, almost-plagiarization can be dizzying—it would have warmed the heart of
Borges.

> See my edition, p. 4.

¢ Not 1100, as per Kane 1975: p. 157.



(28.117).7 I see no prima facie reason why this citation should not be dispositive, given that Rudra
Bhatta borrows none of his examples from elsewhere. If that is so, the ferminus would be lowered by

more than a century, to 055 CE, the date of Bhoja’s death.

As for the terminus post quem, it seems to me indisputable that the ST makes a number of
allusions to or actual borrowings from the Dasariipaka (DR) of Dhanamjaya and from the Avaloka, the
commentary on the DR by Dhanika. These have yet to be studied to the degree they merit, but since
they are crucial to our historical investigation, let us look closely at least a few more or less random

examples.

* When defining the nayaka s vita (what we might call his wingman) in 1.41, Rudra Bhatta
uses the obscure descriptor ekavidyah. The same compound, otherwise unattested, appears in
DR 2.9, and is clarified by the gloss of Dhanika: the vita “possesses [at least] one of the cultural

knowledges” useful to the nayaka, such as singing or the like.

* In 1.76 Rudra Bhatta describes the angry pragalbha nayika as udaste ratau, indifferent to
lovemaking, the same verb-phrase used in the DR (2.19). R 12.26 rahasy uddsina (1 wonder if

this should be ratav?)

« ST 1.124 catalogues the kind of men prone to seduction by a prostitute. The list is very close
to DR 2.22 and Dhanika's glosses: pracchannakamah (a man, such as an ascetic, who must be
surreptitious in his sexual relationships) in ST corresponds to channakamah in DR;
sukhapraptadhanah is a simplification of DR’s sukharthah (aprayasavaptadhanah, “who

obtained wealth without having to work for it,” according to Dhanika), as is murkhah for ajiiah

7 The first line of the poem is missing in Bhoja’s citation, and so its source was easily overlooked. Note
that there are no actual quotations from the S_rﬁgdratilaka in Bhoja's Sarasvatikanthabharana (as

Pischel’s notes might seem to suggest), but only parallels.



(fool), and pitrvittena garvitah for ahamyuh (a man arrogant [because of his inherited wealth]).

« In ST 2.99-101, Rudra Bhatta attacks the view that karunavipralambha cannot exist—that the
tragic emotion (karuna) cannot be present in the case of frustrated loved (vipralambha), in
particular, love frustrated when the lover is away traveling (pravasa). This argument was made
first by Dhanamjaya and Dhanika, who hold that there can be karuna only when the nayika is
dead; otherwise, it is pravasasrngara (DR 4.67 and commentary, p. 240), the erotic feeling that
arises when the lover is absent.® They were arguing against Rudrata (14.34), who first connected

pravasa with karuna.’

If this first pass through the data (and I suspect more systematic searching would discover more) should
persuade us of the possibility that the ST borrowed from the DR and its commentary—and the
simplifications, inter alia, suggest strongly that the direction is from DR to ST and not the reverse—we
could specify the terminus post quem of the ST very narrowly, to c. 955, the approximate date of the

death of the Malwa king Muiija Vakpati, whose patronage Dhanamjaya and his brother Dhanika

8 So Bhatta Nrsimha ad loc: “Some hold that when one of the partners is dead, we have karunasrngara.
That is the view Dhanamjaya rejects, the reason being you cannot have sr7rigara that has no substratum

(asraya).” See also Venkatacharya 1979: cx.

? It is easy to be misled by some of these parallels, so one must be cautious. I originally thought Rudra
Bhatta’s definition of the “bold” nayika (RBh 1.74), nirakula ratav esa dravativa priyangake / ko yam
kaham ratam kim va na vetti ca rasad yatha // was gesturing toward DR 2.18: yauvanandha
smaronmatta pragalbha dayitangake/ viliyamanevanandad ratarambhe ’py acetana //, but both are
derived from Rudrata 12.25. Similarly, I thought that the compound paurdcararata (“delights in the old
ways”’) that Rudra Bhatta employs in his definition of the sviya nayika, derives from pauracara in the

DR (1.47; glossed purdcaranipuna by Dhanika). But pauracararata also appears in Rudrata 12.17.



enjoyed.

Putting all these considerations together, it seems reasonable to conclude that Rudra Bhatta
produced his work sometime between 1000-1050, and almost certainly somewhere within the ambit of
the royal court of Dhara. This location would explain not only Rudra Bhatta’s knowledge of
Dhanamjaya and Bhoja’s knowledge of him, but the vast proliferation of extant ST manuscripts in

western India, and their almost total absence elsewhere.
WHO WAS RUDRA BHATTA?

The author’s name was long a subject of uncertainty. He was in fact misidentified, both by
writers in the Sanskrit tradition and by earlier Western scholars (such as Richard Pischel, editor of the
editio princeps) with Rudrata, the early ninth-century literary theorist who wrote the celebrated
Kavyalamkara. The misidentification was not a consequence merely of the similarity of the two
authors’ names. A large number of verses in the ST have near parallels in Rudrata's text. In fact, the
latter is something like a blueprint for Rudra Bhatta’s work, and it was perfectly reasonable for earlier

scholars to see the ST as a fuller exposition of subjects that Rudrata had only outlined.

There is no need here to detail the arguments scholars have used to disentangle the two authors;
P. V. Kane and S. K. De have adequately dispelled the mists.!? Despite the conflation by later writers,
especially the anthologists, who often ascribed ST poems to Rudrata, and the fact that Rudra Bhatta
knew and borrowed from the work of his illustrious predecessor, the case for their differentiation is
now settled. It was not Rudrata who provided a fuller exposition of his own work in the ST but the later
Rudra Bhatta who used that earlier text as an organizing structure for his own work. His exploitation of
the Kavyalamkara is indeed remarkable, as the parallel passages assembled in the appendix to this

edition fully demonstrate.

10 Kane 1971: 156-160 ; De 1988: 85-91. The first scholar to differentiate them was Jacobi 1888.



Rudra Bhatta has furthermore been confused, by writers within the tradition, such as
Kumarasvamin, commentator on the fourteenth-century treatise Prataparudrayasobhiisana, with the
author of the Rasakalika (RK), a short treatise on rasa, in part because the author of the RK includes
verses from the ST. The RK, in its formal organization (karika, vrtti, udaharana), is a very different
work from the rule-example structure Rudra Bhatta employs. It disagrees in many particulars with the
ST (it describes twelve stages of love instead of ten; provide types of nd@yaka unknown to the ST, and
so on), employs terminology and concepts absent in the ST (rasa-dsraya, rasa-samkara, etc.), and
concerns things about which our text is largely indifferent (e.g., the uddipanavibhavas). In addition, it
is very likely that the author of the RK is to be dated to the end of the twelfth or the beginning of the
thirteenth century, that is, some two centuries later than what, if our reasoning proves acceptable, we

have shown to be the date of the author of the ST.!!

*THE SRNGARATILAKA'S CONCEPTION OF RASA [in progress]

The date and location we may thus assign to Rudra Bhatta also fits generally with his
understanding of the phenomenon of rasa, his main object of study. Like Bhojaraja, Rudra Bhatta
knows nothing of the conceptual revolution in aesthetics occasioned by the work of tenth-century
thinkers from Kashmir, notably Bhatta Nayaka and Abhinavagupta. He cleaves to the original

conception of rasa as the construction of emotion in the character. In the very first verse, for example,

IWRK p.xxiv . ST is cited also in the Bhdvaprakasana: 4.205, GOS p. 95, in b reads: na Sragarah
kadacana followed by: iti dvisantam [rival?] uddisya praha srivudratah kavih; p. 95.9, where
“Rudratacarya” is cited on the number of nayikas; 4.206: ragasrngaranirmuktd yadi syur ganikah
svatah/yositsamanyato jatah smarah kim bhaksitah svabhih, which is adapted from ST 1.122. While
the precise date of the Bhavaprakasana is uncertain, it is likely to have been composed sometime in the
late twelfth century. Rudra Bhatta is confounded with Rudrata also in the Rasarnavsudhdkara (late

fourteenth century), see Venkatacharya 1979: ciii-cxi.



Shiva is the “abode all of rasas” since he himself feels the emotion (or, in some cases such as the comic,
causes others in the world of the poem to feel it). Still distant is the conception of rasa as a

phenomenon of reader response.!?
PREVIOUS EDITIONS

The editio princeps of the ST was published by Richard Pischel (along with a short treatise by
Ruyyaka) in 1886. This was based on five manuscripts, four in Devanagari, one in Sarada. The first
printed Indian edition was published by Pandit Durgaprasad for the Kavyamala Gucchaka series in
1886 or 1887.!% Durgaprasad had at least three manuscripts at his disposal—he refers in his
introductory note to his sources in the plural—but as usual in Indian editions of the era, he does not
describe them or provide sigla. Durgaprasad had no knowledge of Pischel’s work, and produced an

edition much inferior to it.

Both editions were published prior to, or at least in ignorance of, the first edition of Rudrata's
Kavyalamkara, which appeared in the very same year (Bombay, 1886). There has been no new edition
of the ST since those pioneering efforts, and as a result, so far as I am aware the Kavyalamkara has
never been taken into account in constituting the text.'* Rudrata's work, however, enables us to improve

the ST in a number of places (see, for example, the apparatus on 1.8, 27, 48, 125; 2.62; 3.24). All

2For a full exposition of these questions, see Pollock 2017. Clearly we have a problem in that Rudra
Bhatta did not grasp the conceptual innovation of Dhanamjaya and Dhanika, though as I earlier argued,
he clearly knew their work. The same was likely true of Bhoja himself.

13 The four-fascicle first volume of the series, the third fascicle of which contains the Srﬁgdratilaka, 1S
dated 1886-1887.

14 Pischel noted that an edition of the Kavyalamkara was soon to be published by Peter Peterson
(1886: 27; it never appeared), but it is not clear how familiar he was with Rudrata’s work. Patently

superior readings in Rudrata were almost certainly unknown to him rather than ignored.



relevant evidence has been provided in the apparatus to this edition.

Neither Pischel nor Durgaprasad had access to the one commentary devoted to the work, the
Rasatarangini of Gopala Bhatta.!®> As already mentioned, Gopala Bhatta was a mid-sixteenth-century
scholar to be identified with the person of the same name mentioned in Bengali Vaishnava sources as a
direct student of the religious reformer Caitanya, as well as one of the six Gosvamins of Vrindavana
and author of the most important ritual manual of Bengali Vaishnavism, the Haribhaktivilasa.
Curiously, none of the manuscript sources used by Pischel and Durgaprasad, so far as we can infer from
their critical apparatuses, is directly related to the tradition represented by Gopala Bhatta (for one
instructive example compare the variants on 2.19). The two editors thereby lost out on a number of
strong readings (see the very first verse, 1.1, for two good examples), which have been adopted in the

present edition.

The ST is preserved in a sizable number of manuscripts in Rajasthan, now housed in such
collections as the Rajasthan Oriental Research Institute in Jodhpur and in the Potikhana in Jaipur. I
have made only desultory collations of these, since it quickly became clear that for the most part they
serve only to corroborate already available witnesses. One Grantha manuscript from Adyar was fully

collated, but it too proved to be of limited use.!¢

As noted earlier, an adaptation of the ST was composed by Padmasundara, a poet at the court of

15 Pischel was unaware of the commentary. Durgaprasad mentions it and actually cites a few lines, but
notes that he could not acquire a complete manuscript (p. 111 n.). Durgaprasad's statement
notwithstanding, De remarked in 1938 that “no manuscript of the work is known to exist” (De 1938:

XXX1).

16 Readings found in the Adyar ms. are sometimes shared with Pischel’s mss. A and D, but also notice

his ms. B on 2.90 (see my edition of the Rasatarangini ad loc.)



Akbar. I cite Padmasundara's version in the critical apparatus where it is helpful in pointing toward the
textual tradition of the original that he was adapting, as well as his interpretation of the original. (*This

comparison remains to be done systematically, as of 6/2018.)

The ST has never been translated into English. A highly deficient Hindi version accompanied a
reprint of Pischel’s edition (Pandey1968), and a loose German rendering by the Indologist Heinrich

Zimmer was published posthumously in 1949. A translation based on this new edition is in preparation.



Appendix

Srigaratilaka and Rudrata Kavyalamkara parallel passages
Close parallels are identified by =; echoes by ~

ST trivarga (1.20) ><R caturvarga (12.1)
list of rasas:

ST 1.9<>R 123

vrttis ST 1.19 not in R (?)

ST 1.8=12.2

(nb list of rasas differs)
1.21=12.5
1.22=12.6
1.27=12.7-8
1.28=12.9
1.31=12.10
1.33=12.11

1.36 =12.12
1.39=12.13
1.40=12.14
1.41=12.15

1.46 ~ 12.16
1,47=12.17

1.48 ~12.18
1.52=12.19 (1.53¢ ~ 12.19d)
1.56 =12.20
1.58=12.21

1.63 = 12.22 (correct to nayakangesu)
1.64b ~ 12.22d
1.65=12.23
1.69=12.24
1.74=12.25

1.76 = 12.26
1.79=12.27

1.82 ~ 12.28cd

1.83 ~ 12.28ab
1.84=12.29

1.87 =12.30
1.92=12.31

1.99 + 1.101 =12.32
1.104=12.33
1.105=12.34

1.106 = 12.35
[1.109 = 12.34]
1.113=12.36
1.115=12.37
1.117=12.38



1.120=12.39

1.131-132 ~ 12.40-1 NB that the list of eight types of nayika is said by Namisadhu to be an
interpolation. Order in ST is different, and there are variations, some significant, in definitions)
1.133 =12.40-2

1.135=12.40-5

1.137 =12.40--3

1.139 = 12.40-6 (but n.b. that in R the lover leaves as if in anger)
1.141 = 12.40-7

1.143 ~ 12.40-9

1.145 =12.40-4

1.147 = 12.40-6

1.151 ~ 12.41 (*recheck)

1.155=12.40-10

1.156 = 12.40-11

1.158 =12.40-12

1.160 = 12.40-13

1.165 =12.40-14

[rest of 12 and 13 on other topics, including the behavior of the newly married woman]
2.1=14.1

22=142

25=143

2.7-8 =14.4-5

[2.32 ~ 14.36]

2.34=14.6

2.35=14.7-8

2.36=14.9

2.37=14.10

2.39=14.11

2.40=14.12-13

244 =14.15

246 ~14.16

247=14.17

2.53 = 14.18 but very different meanings here

(in all this I find ST to be much clearer)

2.54=14.19

2.57 ~14.20b

2.59,2.60 ~?

2.62 +2.63ab = 14.27

2.64 =14.28

2.66 =14.29

2.68 ~14.30

2.83 ~14.33

2.93=14.34

2.96 =14.35

2.113 =14.38cd

[from here the correspondences are less marked, and of course the order is entirely different]
3.14~15.1

3.15~15.2

3.8~153

3.10~ 154



325=155
327=15.6
3.20~15.7
324 ~15.8
3.28+#15.9
3.1~15.11
32,4~15.12
3.11 ~15.13
3.13~15.14
3.31 ~15.15
3.33~15.16
R adds preyas; he links ritis with rasa, not vrttis, 15.20; see also 14.37 for syrgara)



ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THE CRITICAL APPARATUS

EDITIONS AND TESTIMONIES

D = Durgaprasad ed. (Kavyamala)

G = Gopala Bhatta, Rasatarangini commentary on RBh (ed. Pollock)
J = Jalhana, Suktimuktavalr

P = Pischel ed.

PS = Padmasundara, Akabarasahisrngaradarpana

R = Rudrata Kavyalamkara

RBh = Rudra Bhatta Srﬁgdratilaka

S = Sridharadasa, Saduktikarnamrta

V = Vis$vanatha Sahityadarpana
MANUSCRIPTS

A = Adyar ms. #1834 (palm leaf, Grantha, old). Ch. 2 fewer better readings, and a number of radically
rephrased lines. [Sometimes seems to correspond with P's E ms., which Pischel perceived had been
copied from an original not in Devanagari character, P. p. 30; shares with G the curious hypermetric
padas cd of 1.27] I thank Shaji P. L. for the collation.

A range of mss. from Rajasthan only sporadically collated:
Rajasthan Oriental Research Institute Jodhpur:

512

11294

16654

Jaipur Potikhana:

326 1

428 ], [maybe the best ms. of all; very carefully written, good readings: gajendursibhiivarse (1718
[samvat] = 1662 AD ). Seems to share some readings with A.]
435 ];

Pu: G = Gopala Bhatta (editor and commentator). [One of the earliest mss., prepared for Siddhicandra,
the Jain intimate of Emperor Jahangir, is dated samvat 1702 = c. 1645 CE]



ORI Mysore C-1833. (dated samvat 1878 / Saka 1743 =c. 1821 CE) )

NB “G (text)” refers to cases where a reading in a citation of RBh in the commentary differs from the
reading given in the commentary itself. G sometimes has clearly superior readings.

Akabarasahisrngaradarpana of Padmasundara. I have considered readings that are both expressed or
implied

I have generally not recorded variants contained in the new mss. I have consulted that are already
noticed in P or D, except in those cases where I have departed from those two editions and had
additional manuscript testimony to offer in support, or when a compelling variant reported in P or D
was supported elsewhere. Another exception has been made in the case of A.

I have included among the variants instances where, although the continuous readings are identical,

spacing in the two printed editions indicate differences in editorial interpretation (e.g., 1.1, @ %&U: | G;

GEE: P, D).


sheldonpollock
Highlight
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